THE    CHAMBERLAIN   COURAGE          3!

be struck by the parallels with his father and brother.
Just as the former accepted what was then the Cinder-
ella of Government departments, the Colonial Office,
and made it of the first importance, so did his younger
son, with the family vision, grasp the potentialities of
the Ministry of Health. When Mr. Baldwin formed
his second administration Mr. Neville Chamberlain
waived his right to the Chancellorship of the Ex-
chequer in favour of Mr. Winston Churchill. Like
Sir Austen on more than one occasion, he was not
going to press his claims when he felt that the good of
the country demanded that another should take his
place.

His work at the Exchequer since 1931 is still fresh in
the public mind, but it is doubtful whether the magni-
tude of the task that faced him is sufficiently appre-
ciated. He certainly required all the Chamberlain
courage to undertake it. Never since the younger Pitt
was called upon to put the national finances in order
after the disasters of the War of American Indepen-
dence had a Chancellor shouldered such a burden. The
combination of an economic crisis and a Socialist
government had brought the country to the verge of
bankruptcy, and it was left for Mr. Chamberlain to
restore the situation during a period when the inter-
national horizon was growing every day more over-
cast. The state of British credit when he left the
Treasury to become Prime Minister, and the ease with
which the vast bill for rearmament is being met, are
the measure of his success. It has been objected by
critics that his methods have been too orthodox. If
this is the case it has not been for lack of quack
remedies from which to choose, but with a world
rocking on its foundations caution becomes not onlv